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of Ferdinand and Isabella, the monarchs of Spain.
She is known to history as Catherine of Aragon.
They were only children of fifteen when the
nominal marriage took place, it being cele-
brated thus early (as Royal marriages often were)
in order to clinch an alliance; but Prince Arthur
died immediately after the marriage, and we
can be certain that it was never consummated*
The poor young child Catherine, nominally
widow of the last heir, was kept on at the
English Court and a betrothal was arranged
between her and her little brother-in-law
Henry.
Betrothals in those days, and especially^ in
that rank, were a very solemn affair, almost as
binding as a marriage, and though the actual
marriage could only take place when Henry
should be grown up, yet even for the betrothal
it was necessary to get a dispensation from the
Pope of the day, Julius II, because Catherine
had been (nominally at least) the wife of the
boy's brother. It was a disputed point among
theologians whether the Pope could or could
not give a dispensation for marriage with a
deceased brother's wife; morally, of course, it
did not matter in this case because the marriage
between young Prince Arthur and Catherine
had only been a nominal one, but the point was
to prove of enormous importance in the future.